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VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: They'll take it up. I'll 

let you know. 

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, I'm trying to get at 

what we're after here. Are they really after a new public 

park in the community or are they after getting rid of this 

church? Because the way I read it, they're trying to get 

rid of a church. 

MS. KAHLOW: No, that is not an accurate represen­

tation. I think that historic preservation, Mr. Parsons, is 

absolutely key. We love that building and we want it in toto, 

stone by stone. We would like it in it's current setting be­

caµse it's beautiful, which,is what I stated. If we can't 

have it in its current setting, we would like it somewhere 

else in an appropriate setting. 

In addition, though, when we think about PUDs, 

when people are getting big benefits--and this was the 

trading card analogy--they're going to get an enormous benefi 

and we should get a benefit.. One -thing we care about, beside 

historic preservation, is green space. We offered that place 

because it was an available green space. We can look at 

another green space. The point is, we care about historic 

preservation and we care about green space. We think we 
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should get an amenity of fair trading value. 

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: What is_it, from an historic 

preservation standpoint, that makes the location selected 

for the church, the relocation, improper? Is there something 

about that site that is inappropriate for the church, other 

than the program that was described? 

MS. KAHLOW: The church historically has served the 

people downtown. We have had a First Lady involved, Eleanor 

Roosevelt. It was for the people downtown. 

I work a couple of blocks away and I go there and 

sit in that park at lunch. I go to that church. I wouldn't 

go if it's six blocks away. I don't know that anybody else 

would. It is a downtown church. It has a beautiful history 

and it's a beautiful building. 

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Is there any other location 

that you can think of in Foggy Bottom that would be more 

appropriate? 

MS. KAHLOW: I, myself, have ideas, but we haven't 

discussed that in total with the community. I do think there 

are some other places. I'm speaking personally, only for 

myself, not for my organization and not for anyone else. I 

think there are some other possibilities, yes. 
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COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Just one more question. 

Did your organization have as part of the amenity 

package the preservation of the church and that it would 

still be an historic structure even if it was in another 

location? 

MS. KAHLOW: I think that--My understanding of the 

historic preservation laws is--and I could be incorrect--is 

that every single stone, the entire building, stone-by-stone, 

it would be landmarked and they couldn't move it just as a 

couple of stones and a sanctuary. It's the entire building. 

It would be much better in that setting. I think 

·that the Mayor's agent--you all know this better than I do-­

would have to agree to something if they landmarked the build­

ing to move it. But obviously, we prefer it in it's current 

setting. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Let's say they did, and let's 

say that somehow there was a park or some additional open 

space thrown in. Is the only remaining objection the feeding 

program? 

MS. KAHLOW: I'm unclear. You're saying if we had 

an amenity of equal value? 
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COMMISSIONER SMITH: Let's say the church moved and 

then there was a park. 

MS. KAHLOW: And then they could build their big 

building? I'm trying to understand the question. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: I'm trying to find out your 

organization's position on the church moving and the park and 

feeding program connection. 

You mentioned the feeding program--

MS. KAHLOW: I mentioned it would be a negative 

amenity. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Okay. Well, we weren't talkin 

about it as an amenity. Okay. I think I have it. 

MS. KAHLOW: I would only add one thing to what 

you're saying. I serve on the Mayor's task force on homeless 

ness. I'm one of the two representatives from Ward 2. It 

is something we feel strongly about, which is serving the 

homeless and serving them downtown. We have had that and, 

as was pointed out, there is a great need. We want to contin e 

to have the homeless served downtown. That is something 

important to us in Foggy Bottom. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Any other questions? Mr. 

Parsons. 
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COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Miss Kahlow, you mentioned 

in your testimony that a possible amenity might be that the 

IMF subsidize a homeless feeding program in an appropriate 

commercial area. 

MS. KAHLOW: I quoted the Office of Planning. That 

was their statement. 

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I'm sorry. I thought that 

was your statement. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Thank you very much 

for coming. 

Is there cross-examination by any party? Yes, Mr. 

Quin. 

MR. QUIN: Very short, Mr. Chairman. 

Miss Kahlow, just for the record, I want to make 

it clear that the site--and maybe this was Miss Stowell's 

testimony--that the site at -24th and G is the same site that 

the church now owns. Just confirm that for the record. I 

just want to make sure that's clear in the record. 

MS. STOWELL: I was taiking about the property at 

24th and G and you're asking me to confirm whether the church 

now owns that. I don't have the papers to tell you yes or no. 

MR. QUIN: Is that the same site that the church is 
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planning to·go--

MS. STOWELL: That's right, yes. 

MR. QUIN: Thank. you. 
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The second ques_tion really goes to Miss Kahlow. It 

was my understanding, Mr. Chairman--this is sort of a house­

keeping matter--tha.t the--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Are you questioning me, 

Mr. Quin? 

MR. QUIN: No, I'm asking Miss Kahlow but I'm 

looking at you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I'll listen. 

MR. QUIN: The question was, at the meeting that 

we. had on the 22nd, it was my understanding that Mr. Netler 

requested that our discussions not be made a part of the 

record, and there have been certain discussions that have 

dealt with that here today. 

I would like to file for the record our response, 

which you referred to. Would you have any objection to that? 

MS. KAHLOW: Yes, I would. I think what you have 

already filed distorts what happened there. You put together 

an agenda, which you inserted in the record, none -of which 

took place, as you know. I think it would be fairer if we 
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only put in ·what really did happen. 

MR. QUIN: Mr. Chairmani we will proffer for the 

record--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Well, you may submit what­

ever you like. We understand there wasn't a great deal of 

constructive vibes at the meeting. 

MS. KAHLOW: We had a lot of ideas. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Fine. I'm sure. 

Are there any other questions? Yes, Reverend, woul 

you come forward, please. 

REV. WIMBERLY: Just one quick question. 

I'm glad that you think'our church is a treasure 

and that you love it, that you want to preserve it. Have 

you, in the past, ever made a contribution to help preserve 

or maintain that building? 

MS. KAHLOW: I'm sorry, I'm an Episcopalian and 

as Mr. Quin knows--we go to church. together--! give very 

heavily to the Episcopalian Church, but I don't give to the 

Presbyterian Church. 

REV. WIMBERLY: So you have never given anything 

to help preserve and maintain Western Presbyterian Church? 

MS. KAHLOW: I will be. 
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RBV. WIMBERLY: Thank you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Are there any other quest-

ions? Again, I think it's not necessary to go extraneously 

on some of these issues in question. Again, we understand 

that matters are hotly contested and that parties disagree 

rather strongly about it. But it doesn't help us to try to 

either embarrass witnesses or to try to ask extraneous or 

answer extraneous questions. So I will try to keep us focuse 

on what is before us. 

Now, the next party is the.Foggy Bottom Association 

Mr. Lamb. I'm going to ask you to concentrate specifically 

on where you feel matters have not been said before, where 

you feel matters that have not been·said before. If the 

matter has been covered adequately by the last "t:wo parties, 

I wish you would simply associate yourself with them and see 

if you can point us to something new and different because 

we have a rule on repetitive testimony. 

So, with that stricture, we will let you talk. 

Just give us your name and association. 

MR. LAMB: My name is Chris Lamb. I am the 

president of the Foggy Bottom Association, a nonprofit 

organization incorporated in the District of Columbia. I am 
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also a resident of Foggy Bottom and have lived in this 

community for almost ten years • 
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. The Foggy Bottom Association was initially incorpor 

ated in 1959. Attached to this statement is our articles of 

incorporation. 

Per the Foggy Bottom Association by-laws, the 

objectives of the organization are to further the civic, 

cultural, social and economic welfare of the Foggy Bottom/ 

West End community, to preserve and enhance the residential 

character of the community, and promote historic preservation 

in the area. 

The boundaries represented by the Foggy Bottom 

Association are--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG :. We've got those. Go ahead. 

MR. LAMB: The Foggy·Bottom Association has approx­

imately 500 members. These are all dues~paying members. 

Almost all of the residents--almost all of our members are 

residents of Foggy Bottom/West End. Members live in all area 

of Foggy Bottom, including individual homes, condominiums and 

rental units. 

Many members of our community·will be directly im­

pacted by this PUD. At least three buildings are within two 
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or three blocks of the IMF, and many buildings are affected 

by moving Western Presbyterian to Virginia Avenue, including 

Potomac Plaza, Potomac Plaza Terraces, Watergate, and other 

homes within the Foggy Bottom historic district. 

In additiori, many residents of the Foggy Bottom 

community enjoy the open space and park currently located 

at the site of the proposed PUD. The Foggy Bottom Associatio 

is strongly opposed to this PUD. Our board voted unanimously 

to oppose the IMP proposal and we strongly endorse the ANC-2A 

resolution. 

Let me go over three aspects of the applicant's 

proposal. One is the mini-park. The IMF would close the min -

park within Square 120, which was a condition of past zoning 

approval for the phase two PUD.· The park is an important 

amenity to the Foggy Bottom community and we feel that if the 

IMF wants to eliminate this amenity, they should replace it 

with another park of equal value within Foggy Bottom. 

I do not think the proposed landscaping under the 

IMF PUD is a quid pro quo for ·the existing park. 

Secondly is· the Western Presbyterian relocation. 

This relocation is contingent upon approval of the PUD. We 

feel-and I won't go into the testimony that I provided you--
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that this p~ogram, the feeding program provided by the church, 

will provide a deleterious effect on our community. We are 

not sure why one benefit to the developer should be given 

when it's going to be an equally deleterious effect or nega­

tive effect on our community. I won't go into that because 

I think it's been covered before. 

But I did want to comment about the Association's 

attempt to work out an alternative solution with the parties, 

as you have requested. I actually went down and volunteered 

at Miriam's Kitchen in August, when this issue first really 

came to the forefront. I don't think it's a poorly-run 

program. However, I do think it's right for a commercial 

setting. 

At the time I told the director of the program, 

Anna Proctor, that I would like to meet with the board to 

go over concerns of the community. I didn't hear from her. 

Subsequently, our Association--this was before the September 

23rd zoning hearing--we passed a resolution rirging getting 

the Foggy Bottom Association involved with the dialogue with 

all parties. 

Subsequently I talked to Reverend Wimberly and a 

meeting was set up between Western Presbyterian, Miriam's 
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Kitchen, members of the Foggy Bottom Association board, and 

there were some members of the task force who were present. 

At the meeting the president of Miriam's Kitchen, 

Bev Blackwell, provided us with a handout called "Concerns 

and Responses", which I have included in my package. I just 

want to go over some of the concerns that they raised and 

kind of our response. 

One was the dispersal issue. we are concerned that 

when the program moves, the homeless are going to disperse 

into the .residential aspects of our community. My main point 

was how do you define dispersal. Western Presbyterian is 

saying the homeless are not in their immediate vicinity, 

they're not on 19th Street or G Street. The question is, 

when they move to the new site, and yes, they're not in the 

immediate vicinity, but they go a couple of blocks over to 

our historic district, does that·relieve him of his responsi-

bilities? I mean, sure dispersal by his definition, every-

thing is okay, but by our definition, which is what is the 

impact on our community, you know, he has not really ·addresse 

that concern and we need to establish objective measures to 

determine when dispersal has proved to be a burden on the 

community. 



110 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 

507 C Street, N.B. 

Washingron, D.C. 20002 

( 202) 546-6666 

248 

The second thing is the security issue, which is 

the impact of having the additional--if there are additional 

homeless as a result of this program in our community, are 

we going to have excessive panhandling, perhaps burglaries? 

Foggy ·Bottom is in Sector 1 of the 2nd District Police force, 

and believe me, I'm on the ·citizens advisory council and we 

are the--have the biggest crime. problem.-··in 2-D. In fact, we 

get 46,000 calls every year. Many of these relate to burg-

laries and we're concerned about the increase of crime in our 

area. 

When I addressed this to the church and to Miriam's 

Kitchen, well, maybe they're saying we'll provide a security 

guard in those three hours to perhaps walk a beat right 

around the church. Well, what's going to be the impact on 

our community in terms of the rest of us and the rest of the 

bloqks that are in Foggy Bottom? 

We talked about the relocation of the church. My 

interpretation of what the church and the kitchen has been 

·saying is that they really don't want to move and they never 

have moved off that position. ·we feel that we want to help 

serve the homeless in Foggy Bottom. We're not opposed to a 

feeding program. There are already various programs operatin 
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in our community. But what we want is either the program to 

remain at a site as commercial because we feel that's where 

it's best located. But I think when we talk about the pro­

gram moving to our community, and Reverend Wimberly saying 

he'll close it down, he never defined the criteria for closin 

the program or the specific measurable standards that would 

have to be maintained in order to stay open. 

He wants to act as an independent body, a church-­

and I'm not trying to get in the way of_ a church business-­

but it seems to me that any individual organization has to 

respect the rights and concerns of the community as they 

relate to issues of public safety. 

If he is saying, "Gee, I'm willing to listen to 

reasonable people", I'm not sure what that means. But if 

the church moved and the program.moved, and we were kind of 

left to his definition of "reasonableness'.', then we' re no 

better off than--we might as well not have any agreement at 

all. 

The other thing is that there was a daily feeding 

program at St. Paul's Parish, which is located at 24th-­

between 24th and 25th and K. They ran this program for a 

couple of months a few years ago. I'm told that it was a 
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disaster and they had to close it down. 

You know, my response to Reverend Wimberly is why 

don't you go talk to those folks and see, you know, what 

mistakes they made, what were the problems, and maybe this 

isn't the right setting or maybe you need to do things a 

little differently and say 11well, I'll look into it." I 

haven't heard back. So I think the board of the association 

has generally tried to address these issues head on but have 

not met with these issues being addressed concretely. 

I think there's a couple of other points on the 

zoning, which is the third area I would like to address. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Anything in addition to 

what the other groups have-said. 

MR. LAMB: Yes. I think I will skip the first part 

which is--But I wanted to look at the visitors center. On 

November 13, IMF submitted a memorandum about the visitors 

center and the programs they provide. The memorandum notes 

that 4o,·ooo visitors used the facility during 1989 and '90, 

a mailing list of 9,500 names is used to promote events, and 

that an expanded facility would enable the IMF to. offer the 

use of the auditorium to community groups such as ANC and the 

Foggy Bottom Association. I just want to comment about that 
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amenity, that that really offers to us--at least my perception 

of that. 

With all due respect to the IMF--and I appreciate 

their offer--the auditorium is just not convenient to the 

residential community and would ·not be appropriate to use for 

our meetings. 

Secondly, I have lived in the Foggy Bottom communit 

for· ten years and I have never received a mailing or notifi­

cation of any events at·the visitors center. And even as the 

president, I have never received a notice. In fact, the forme 

editor of the Foggy Bottom News, who ran the paper between '85 

and '90, told me that getting a current calendar of events 

from the IMF for publication in.the Foggy Bottom News was 

·extremely difficult and, as• a result, we really were never 

able to publicize their events. 

The IMF claims that ·there are 40,000 visitors. 

The question is, they don't keep any statistics.on who these 

are, whether they're out of town people, whether they are 

guests of the IMF, or if they're folks from outside of the 

District. In other words, we really don't know how many 

people in our community of Foggy Bottom, or even in the 

District, attend their events. We really can't say this 
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facility is truly an amenity. We can't really measure that 

as an amenity. 

The IMF has provided you with an impressive list 

of their calendar for the past year, but if you look at it 

closely, you will find that most of their events are offered 

at 11:30, 12:30, 1:00, 1:30 and 2:00. I'll tell you, I work, 

and it's not a convenient time. So I'm not sure who they're 

really addressing this to. 

Some of the events are offered at 6:00 o'clock, 

which is when I generally eat dinner. 

The other thing is, I noticed in October of 1991 

there was one event that I thoug.ht was convenient to the 

general population, and that was at 7:30 on a Friday night. 

This event was entitled, "Surya ki antim kiran se, Surya ki 

pehli kiran tak", which is a play entirely in Hindi. Unfort­

unately, I don't speak Hindi. 

I think the· important thing is, if you look at the 

majority of the events offered, it's basically for the inter­

national community. It's for someone with an advanced degree 

in economics, and .for someone who doesn't work during the day. 

While there may be exceptions, I don't think it's fair to say 

that the events are targeted for the average resident of 
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Foggy Bottom-or the District of Columbia. 

That is not to say that the program is now worth­

while. I think it is. It just can't be considered a signifi­

cant community benefit. 

I also want to touch on a couple of other quick 

issues, which historic preservation is a very important part 

of the mission of the Foggy Bottom Association. I would just 

say we think there are three important aspects to the stark 

merit of the building. One is the age of the church--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: We're not going to discuss 

the history of the church tonight, but we will certainly note 

that. 

Why don't you go on, Mr. Lamb. 

MR. LAMB: The other thing that's been brought up 

in the past is that the community has known about this pro­

posal for several years and hasn't really done anything about 

it, that it's only kind of a last ditch effort to stop the 

church from moving or whatnot. 

The IMF, in a memorandum, cites 11 meetings that 

have been held with the community, that note that nine of these 

meetings have been held in the last six months, and six of 

those nine meetings which I have attended, the community has 
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voiced very·firm opposition to the PUD. 

I also attended the Jun~, 1989 ANC meeting, which 

is the second meeting on the IMF list, and our concerns again 

were brought up at this meeting. In addition, I attached 

two articles from the Foggy Bottom News in June of 1989 and 

February of 1990, where again we raised these concerns. So 

all along we've had problems and have communicated that pub­

licly and privately to the IMF and to the church, and I don't 

think they've been adequately addressed. 

In summary, we urge you to reject this proposal 

because we feel like there is historic merit to the church, 

the feeding program is not adequate for the new location, the 

mini-park is going to cause--should be replaced by another 

park, and. I think there is significant value to the zoning 

changes that should be weighed against other public benefits, 

which we don't really see. 

Just to give you a quick summary, kind of demo­

graphic data from.the 1990 Census, about who we are in Foggy 

Bottom. The majority of our residents are women; approximatel 

a third of the area r~sidents are over 60; a majority of our 

households are singie persons households; and a majority of 

our occupants are renters. 
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We're not rich, NIMBY-type people. We are actually 

older, single, women by and large, who have a real concern 

about what's going to h.appen to our community. We tried to, 

at least the Foggy Bottom Associat16n, has tried to deal forth­

rightly with the parties, so I don't feel like our concerns 

have been addressed and would urge you to oppose this appli­

cation. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: All right. Thank you. 

It was very well prepared and I know a lot of the organizatio s 

have spent a lot of.time on this and I think you've been as 

fair as you possibly can and 11,ave spent a good deal of time 

pinpointing the issues for us, wnich we deeply appreciate~ 

Is there any substantial difference you have with 

the ANC and their approach to this? Is there any point that 

you differ on substantially? 

MR. LAMB: I wouldn't say, no. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Is there any substantial 

difference with Citizens for.a Responsible ANC? You don't 

have to associate .yourself with everybody, but do you generall 

work together with them? 

MR. LAMB: The people who appeared are on our board. 

However, we've never discussed the amenities they put forward 
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at our boarci·meeting, which is to take the site at 24th and G 

and put it into a park. It's never been on the table before 

the board. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. There are a number 

of constructive suggestions which have .been made here. I'm 

sure there are certain constructive things which can be done. 

One of the things that you and the ANC might be thinking of is 

those things that are constructive, without reading lists or 

notification or things like that. Obviously, there are things 

that maybe can--be dealt witp. and in your submission to us, it 

might be possible to give those to the other side and have 

their comments to us. 

We understand very ·much·the seriousness of the case. 

We understand the population, which is a year or two older tha 

you are, Mr. Lamb. We · are very grateful for your concerns 

that have been expressed so well by you and, indeed, by the 

ANC as well. 

Are there any other questions of Mr. Lamb? 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Yes. I'm not clear, not as 

clear as you are. 

I'm looking at the dispersal memo and in reading 

your testimony, I can't--there is no beginning and end here as 
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to who asked.the questions. I mean, you haven't said anywhere 

in here who asked these questions. 

MR. LAMB: I asked the questions. They're in-­

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Did you include the questions 

that you asked? 

MR. LAMB: In my testimony? 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Yes. In other words, you gave 

us a document saying Miriam's Kitchen's concerns and responses, 

but you didn't give us the questions. 

·MR. LAMB: Oh, no. That was what they gave to us. 

We didn't give them the questions. They-~ 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Who asked the questions? 

MR. LAMB: They gave us this document at the be­

ginning of the meeting. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: In response to what? 

MR. LAMB: Basically they had attended meetings at 

the ANC. Perhaps Reverend Wimberly would be better-­

COMMISSIONER SMITH: No, I'm saying somebody had 

to ask. these questions. 

MR. LAMB: They summarized those concerns from what 

they had heard from the meetings. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Okay. So this was in response 
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to meetings?· 

MR. LAMB: Yes, at the·various ANC meetings in par­

t·icular, July, August and September. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Is there anything in this docu­

ment, these concerns and responses, that takes into account the 

other homeless people in the area, in the trailers, who do not 

participate in this program? In other words, is the church 

being asked to be responsible for homeless people wandering 

around six blocks away? 

I mean, I'm trying to get the context. Do you unde -

stand what ·I'm saying, Mr. Lamb? 

-MR. LAMB:· Yes. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: What are you asking them to 

respond to? Is it just their people---Yes, I see your head 

nodding, Miss Kahlow. 

Are you asking them to .just· respond to the people 

that are served at their program, or are you asking them about 

the entire neighborhood homeless population? 

MR. LAMB: No, just·the people·that are served by 

their·program. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: And how-do you identify those? 

MR. LAMB: How would I identify them? 
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COMMISSIONER SMITH: I mean, how do you know who 

they are? 

MR. LAMB: I don't. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Okay. So it was a general 

question. '!'hat's what I'm getting at. 

MR. LAMB: Yes, sir. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: So some of these people that 

you have registered a concern about may not be participants 

in the church program; is that a fair statement? 

MR. LAMB: Some of the homeless residents currently 

in Foggy Bottom may not be a participant? Is that your 

question? 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Yes. In other words, some of 

the peop_l_e who may be nondispersing or in the dispersal issue 

may not be a part of the program; is that a fair statement? 

MR. LAMB: Well, there are existing homeless people 

in Foggy Bottom who are not using--! don't know. It's possibl, 

yes. 

·COMMISSIONER SMITH: Then you made a ·statement about 

the church doesn't want to move. I heard the church testify 

that they voted three years ago that they would.do that. I'm 

trying to--
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MR. LAMB: I'm sorry. The church wants to move, 

and it wants to move with the feeding program. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: Okay. Thank you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Let me suggest that 

the number of angels on the head of a pin is probably much 

easier to -answer than questions of dispersal and security and 

some of these other things. Again, mafbe we should concentrat 

on mechanisms and good will. I don't know how you get good 

will, but certainly mechanisms might be possible to mediate 

and monitor between neighborhoods. 

·We had an instance on Connecticut Avenue in the 

high-rent NIMBY district, where we did have a committee of 

the residents and the apartment house which went in to try 

to work out things during construction, the construction site, 

the noise from the construction, the dust. It was impossible 

to say how much dust, how much noise. But the committee seeme 

to be of good faith and the resident were legitimately chosen 

from the neighborhood. Legitimate representation is difficult 

even for the Soviet Union; but I'm sure that we can conquer 

that. A legitimate representation with a committee working 

together might help do that, so maybe that's something you 

might want to propose. 
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Anyway, we thank you. Are there any questions of 

Mr. Lamb? Yes, Mr. Quin. 

MR. QUIN: Mr. Lamb, just for the record, when was 

the first time that the Foggy Bottom Citizens Association 

considered action on the historic preservation landmark appli­

cation? 

MR. LAMB: I only took over as president in June of 

this year. I believe that this church was on the survey that 

we had done•in '82 and '83. Going back, I guess it was on 

the survey that was done as part of the buildings or facilities 

that were considered to have historic merit. 

MR. QUIN: That was not my question. 

MR. LAMB: I'm sorry. 

MR. QUIN: My question., was, when did you consider 

joining in or filing the landmark application? What date? 

MR. LAMB: We filed on September 23rd and--it was 

in September. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I'm going to stop it at 

that because it's really out_of our ballpark. That question 

I'm sure you'll answer before the Historic Preservation Review 

Board. 

MR. QUIN: Good. If that's your ruling, I will 
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certainly accept it. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: On this question. Thank 

you. 

Any other questions?. All right. This is the 

responsible ANC. 

MR. NETLER: This is the ANC, not the--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: · Since last year it's been 

responsible. 

(Laughter.) 

MR. NETLER: Mr. Lamb, as far as you know, ·from the 

presentation that's been made by the IMF and the proposal they 

submitted, is the homeless program and any aspect of any 

church program a part of the amenities being offered by the 

IMF for this Planned Unit Development? 

MR. LAMB: I'm ·sorry. Is the homeless program-­

MR. NETLER: Is the homeless program an amenity 

that the IMF is arguing as part of its--

MR. LAMB: No. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Any other questions? All 

right. 

Are there any other parties who would like to 

question this poor man? (Laughter.) Not citizens, just 



125 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 

507 C Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

(202) 546-6666 

263 

parties. All right. Thank you, Mr. Lamb. We put you through 

a hard time and we again value your testimony and the work that 

you do on behalf of the citizens. It is extremely valuable to 

us. 

Now,. are there any other parties who haven't 

testified--not persons, but parties--who haven't testified? 

All right. Seeing none, are there any persons who are in 

opposition to this proposal, any persons who came down tonight, 

individuals, .would you come forward? 

I'm sure you've been here all night, and I'm sure 

you were here the night when we had this testimony. Again, 

because of our time limits, we're not going to accept repetit­

ive testimony. You may ally yourself with others who have 

spoken and adopt other positions; that's no problem at all. 

We would like you to say something that hasn't been said to­

night because of our time limits. 

With that admonition, we're going to hear--we would 

like to welcome all of you, but we would like to have new 

testimony or new ideas that haven't already been so ably dis­

cussed by the parties here. 

We will have three people up·here. That's fine. 

Why don't we go from left to right, if that's all right. Ma'am, 
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if you will identify yourself and your address, you may pro­

ceed. Good evening. 

MS. HEALY: My testimony given in person here is 

in opposition to the proposed feeding program at 2401 G Street 

sponsored by the Western Presbyterian Church. 

My name is Mary E. Healy. My address is the Potomac 

Plaza, 2475 Virginia Avenue, N.W., Apartment 329. This is a 

cooperative apartment in which I have been a resident owner 

since September 7th, 1957, 34 years. I'm a native Washington­

ian, as were my parents before me. 

The Potomac Plaza led the community in rehabilitat­

ing and restoring the Foggy Bottom community. We were the 

first building built as a cooperative in the city. For many 

years, prior to 1957, Foggy Bot~om was known as a slum area, 

having been. allowed to deteriorate badly, resulting in resi­

dents moving out rignt and left, mostly to Maryland and Virgini, 

and no new people moving in. 

Being a native and of salary-earning age in 1957, 

and well known in both city and.federal governments, I was 

approached by both the city and the National Park Service of 

the Federal Government to encourage residents not to move out 

and to try to get people who had already moved to come back, 
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I believed .in the future for our city and I be­

lieved in the officials who were wooing me, so to speak. 

Together with several other responsible residents, and several 

who were not residents, we went to work on this problem. 

Believe me, it was a big problem and a hard job. 

We worked togethe~ with the government officials 

and with the developers of Potomac Plaza and Potomac Plaza 

Terraces and eventually the Watergate, developing plans for 

parks, traffic flow, trees, good public transportation 

supporting facilities. We got· all kinds of promises for good 

things to come. We were successful with our friends and 

relatives to get all. kinds of people to move from their 

houses and.back into Foggy Bottom, many of them into the 

Potomac Plaza and the Potomac Plaza Terraces. 

We worked long and hard. The city could never 

have paid us for the work we did to make Foggy Bottom one of 

the best areas in the city in which to· .. li-ve. We never asked 

for anything except to give us a good, in~town, residential 

safe area in which to live. 

The city honored most of its commitments until abou 
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15 years ago; when we·started losing residents to developers 

for hotels and for office buildings, with occupants leaving 

mostly out of the District alone to go to Maryland and Vir­

ginia. 

Along with this came traffic problems, loss of 

services, et cetera. Then we got city streets, parks and door 

ways filled with the homeless and eventually got more than our 

fair share of homeless shelters. 

Again, the exodus of the taxpaying residents out 

of the city started. Thu,s, ··thos;e of us staying within ·the 

city became the pearers of heavi"er financial burdens. We were 

being pressured to house more .homeless in shelters, and the 

final blow is the current pressure to move a homeless feeding 

program from a commercial area right into a·heavily resident-:­

ial part of Foggy Bottom, an area where a great majority of 

the residents are elderly, many disabled, and a great many 

live in senior citizens residences directly across the street 

from the proposed feeding area. 

It is bad enough to have :homeless people on grates, 

in what limited green space we have, in large encampments from 

the State ·Department to the river, and scattered all over the 

Bottom. Now this feeding program of·a couple hundred people. 
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Enough really is enough. 

We, as residents of this area, can't do any more to 

help. The city, as our government, must help us to protect 

ourselves. The IMF can't get all the "goodies" in this 

proposal. They must bear their share of the problem in the 

city. The Western Presbyterian Church cannot think of only 

one ministry. They must consider the rest of us. We are a 

part of the total ministry who must continue to live in this 

area. They can't leave us holed up in our homes like prisoner, 

afraid to go out on the street. 

We also know that all of the homeless are not solid 

citizens just down on their luck and needing a helping hand·. 

There are many.mentally disabled people on the streets, many 

people who are in trouble with the law, and many people who 

are shiftless and don't want to work and pay their fair share 

of the upkeep of the city. 

I went to work when I was 15 years old. I worked 

until 1972 when I was 59 years old. I worked for a living for 

44 years. 1 have been very heavily involved as a volunteer, 

with no pay, for the past 19 years working with the mentally 

disabled, senior citizens, hospitals, educational scholarships, 

civic association projects, parks, the ANC, and my church. Yo 
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name it; I helped with my time and my money. But I have had 

enough. I will not be pushed out of my city, my home, or made 

a priso.ner in my home. because I'm afraid to go out. 

I bitterly oppose the feeding program-supported by 

the Western Presbyterian Church being placed in our Foggy 

Bottom residential area. I ask your help in not approving 

such a.move. 

Thank.you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. 

Any questions? (Applause.) 

We understand your feelings in this~ It is un­

necessary to have applause.· We understand your feelings. It· 

will speed up the hearing a lot to hear views rather than noise. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. LAUDA: Good evening. My name is Ramona Lauda. 

I have been·a resident .of Foggy Bottom for five years. I have 

also worked for the past 16 years at 19th and G, one block 

from the Western Presbyterian Church. 

I am, and I speak tonight, as president of Potomac 

Plaza.Terraces, Inc. We are-located at 730 24th Street, N.W., 

immediately adjacent to the property which I will refer to as 

the AAUW, American Association of University Women property. 
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I ·am strongly opposed to the approval of the PUD 

application. By turning down.this PUD application, the Zoning 

Commission will prevent the massive building from arising at 

19th and H, will prevent the ·destruction of the green space 

adjacent to Pennsylvania Avenue, and will, most important to 

PPT and·to our neighbors present here tonight--and who have 

conie out throughout the summer to many, many government forums, 

to the ANC, to the Zoning Board.at an earlier hearing, and to 

the Planning Commission-:-most important to us is ensuring that 

the residential area of Foggy Bottom preserve its safety-and 

the quality of life which we have in our homes at the present. 

Let me tell everyone in the room a little bit about 

Potomac Plaza Terraces. We have eight floors of efficiency, 

one-bedroom, and about two·combined two-bedroom apartments. 

Most of our residents are either elderly, retired women, single 

working persons like myself, or students. 

The first £loor of Potomac Plaza Terraces contains 

doctorsi offices which serve, among others, cancer patients, 

pregnant women, and persons with AIDS. 

I have approximately 65 letters which. were written 

to me as president from residents of PPT, which I would like 

to give to the Commission. All of them object to the re-
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location of Miriam's Kitchen next door to us. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: All right. They will be 

ac6epted in the record. 

MS. LAUDA: The opposition is based on the fact that 

we, as residents of Foggy Bottom, have· seen what having 

approximately 250 homeless people, deliberately attracted to 

our block five days a week, would do to our building and to 

the quality of our life and our own personal feelings of safety 

and well-being. 

Also, immediately across the street from our build·­

ing is a place called St. Mary's Court. It is, as I under­

stand it, public housing·for the elderly and many of them are· 

not only physicially incapacitated by age but they are ment­

ally incapacitated as well. A number of our elderly residents 

go to St. Mary's frequently f-br lunch and for social inter­

action with their friends. 

I have been told by a number of people they would 

be afraid to walk outside our door if this homeless program 

were to come to our block. The homeless program people at the 

location where it currently is, at 19th and H, begin to assemble, 

as I understand it, at'approximately 6:00 a.m. They would be 

doing the same thing on our block, on 24th Street. 
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Our first floor has glass windows, but our second 

floor has balconies which are no more than ten feet off the 

ground. It would be very easy for .people to climb to those 

balconies. 

We have at present one desk clerk who is our only 

security guard. We also have behind our building a small 

kiosk where our parking attendant, who is a female, would be 

stationed alone at the corner of the parking lot, out of line 

of sight of anyone. 

All of these people have expressed to me, as their 

president, a fear and a discomfort with any proposed location 

of the homeless program in the immediate neighborhood. Furthe -

more, as testimony after testimony at the public hearings has 

said, we are constantly accosted by the homeless on our way 

to work, on our way home from work, in the normal course of 

going to the store, going to the library. It is constant and 

daily. 

My most recent encounter was last evening, when I 

came off the Metro and went to 7-11 for a gallon of milk. I 

was accosted going into the 7-11 and coming back out. 

The economic ramifications to my cooperative would 

be extreme, and as I understand it, the purpose of a Zoning 
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Commission is to ensure that any decisions that it makes are 

in accord with the neighborhood that would be affected. No 

one has mentioned the effect of a relocation of the Western 

Presbyterian Church and it's programs on the parking and the 

traffic in my neighborhood. It was just stated that the 

Ethiopian Church alone has 250 members. As I understand it, 

there are approximately 80 parking spaces coming with the 

church, were it to build. How the other cars could be 

accommodated in an area already strained by the traffic creat­

ed by the Kennedy Center, by commercial restaurants and by 

George Washington University, which at night attracts many 

people and cars from the suburbs, is beyond my comprehension. 

I can also speak as president for the last two 

years about any relationship we have had officially with the 

IMF or the Western Presbyterian Church. We have not had any 

overtures from them to try to resolve problems we've had 

regarding, first of all, the closing of the American Universit 

women build~ng, which was left to sit derelict until we finall 

after repeated phone calls and attempt to talk to the church 

and the IMF, finally approached them through our lawyer. 

Only then did they begin to mow the g~ass; only then did they 

go behind the building and lock it so that transients who had 
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moved in could not continue to stay there. 

We required them to do an extermination of vermin 

before demolition. The demolition, as people in this room 

who lived through it can attest, was extremely disruptive. 

We are not happy that in the future they will be proactive in 

dealing with concerns raised by us, by our neighbors at 

Potomac Plaza, or by the community. 

There are so many issues, and in,the interest of 

time I don't even know where to start. I have heard so many 

misrepresentations at all the meetings I have gone to. It's 

my belief that had I not been able to bring forward the revers 

ionary interest in the 24th and G AAUW site, I do not, in my 

heart, believe that the IMF would have let the community know 

that a contingency does exist, as clearly set forth in the 

letter to Jackson and Campbell, which is PPT's law firm, from 

Fulbright and Jaworski, which was dated October 24, 1990, 

and which states that in the event that the necessary govern­

ment permissions are not obtained, that the site, the AAUW 

site, will revert back to the IMF. 

A number of things have extremely disturbed me at 

these hearings, one of which is the IMF saying to Mr. Lamb a 

few minutes ago "Why did you not file for historic status on 
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the church sooner?" 

As I know some of you are sympathetic, often the 

public cannot comprehend that our elected officials will let 

our history and our historic buildings and sites be destroyed 

by development. Perhaps -we didn't come forward earlier becaus 

we never thought that the church and its beautiful .little gree 

park would ever be destroyed because that was one of the con­

ditions of the last PUD application, that it would stand for­

ever and be a rewarding part of Foggy Bottom. 

Again, I work at 19th and G. I know that little 

park .. I've had lunch in that little park. The only thing 

comparable to it in the neighborhood is the Octagon House, 

which is again an historic and preserved little building which 

is surrounded by the American Institute of Architects. We 

need our history in this city; we need our green space in 

Foggy Bottom. But we also need ·the residential area, which 

basically starts at 23rd Street and goes west to Rock Creek 

Park. 

We have not objected up until now to having Miriam' 

Kitchen in Foggy Bottom because it was in the commercial part 

of town where there is so much security at the World Bank, the 

International Monetary Fund, Pepco, and George Washington 
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University, .that that part of town could take the daily on­

slaught of hundreds of people, many of whom take drugs and/or 

alcohol daily, and many ·of whom are extremely disturbed and 

aggressive. 

Speaking as a woman, I feel personal fear from 

these people and I have reason--Miss Healy did not mention it, 

but she was mugged and still has physical effects from it. 

I know people who have been mugged .. I have heard screams from 

my apartment late at night. 

I will conclude because in the interest of time we 

couldn't go into everything that's been said. But I hope that 

the merits put forth by our side tonight with regard to the 

PUD and the inadequacy.of the .proposed amenities will prevail 

and that you will vote not to approve this PUI). 

Thank you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: .Thank you, Miss Lauda. 

Any questions. All right, thank you. Next, ·please. 

MS. CLARK: I am Joan M. Clark. I have lived in 

Foggy Bottom for 15 years. I am here tonight as the president 

of the board of directors of Potomac Plaza Apartments, at 2475 

Virginia Avenue, N.W. I speak on behalf of the. governing 

board and an overwhelming majority of its occupants. 
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We are deeply concerned about and strongly opposed 

to the proposed relocation of Miriam's Kitchen to the new site 

of the Western Presbyterian ~hurch. 

Now, in the interest of time, I will not belabor 

the points about security and persona safety and hygiene and 

so forth. I would, however, like to touch upon the problem of 

dispersal, which has been mentioned at a recent ANC meeting 

by one of the representatives from the Western Presbyterian 

Church, which maintains that the Kitchen patrons disperse 

after breakfast. 

Regrettably, this;has certainly not been our real 

and factual experience in our area, especially since January, 

1990, when the trailer accommodations for over 100 homeless 

were opened behind the Howard Johnson'.s .. This facility opens 

at 7:00 p.m., provides nighttime accommodations, and is evacu-

ated and locked at 7:00 a.m. 

While some of those persons do go elsewhere, a 

significant number spend the day in the neighborhood, panhandl 

ing, trespassing, and harassing passersby. 

There is no question that the homeless need to be 

fed, have a suitable opportunity for personal hygiene, and 

clothed and assisted with health problems. We do not believe 
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that the solution to their needs will be met by adding more 

homeless persons to the Foggy Bottom residential area. We 

therefore suggest that it remain at 19th and Hat IMF, or that 

another site be found in a commercial ·area close to 19th and 

H Streets, N.W. 

The relocation of Miriam's Kitchen should not be 

in a stable and relatively safe residential neighborhood. 

Perhaps some portion C>f the generous endowment of the $4 m1.lli n 

by the International Monetary Fund to the Western Presbyterian 

Church should be utilizeq to locate the kitchen elsewhere. 

I would also like to state for the record, since 

Reverend Wimberly mentioned it, that ·we did have a meeting 

with him and the board of directors on May 31, 1989, at 

Potomac Plaza. At .. that time he was accompanied by Jeff 

Goodm.an, the church's lawyer, who works with ·Fulbright and 

Jaworski, David Cox, the architect of the church, and Maxine 

Walker, a Foggy Bottom resident and 25-year church member. 

We had a very frank discussion of the various 

programs of the church, some of which Reverend Wimberly 

mentioned this evening, but I would like to make the point 

that at that time several board members expressed to the 

church representatives that there was considerable concern 



140 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 

,01 C Street, N.E. 

Wuhington; D.C. 20002 

(202) 546-6666 

278 

among the PPA residents about the feeding program and result.,.. 

ing possibly in bringing to the neighborhood, on a permanent 

basis, large numbers· of homeless people who would occupy park 

and lawn areas. 

Various of our elderly residents, who are most 

concerned about their safety in walking the neighborhood in 

the evening and early morning.hours, about foodstuffs, trash 

and personal belongings accumulating in the park.and lawn area 

and about safety and health conditions generally. That was 

before, I ·would like to stress, the trailers were added to 

the Howard Johnson area, and moreover, I ·think we've had a 

considerable influx of the homeless and their encampments 

around various bridges and freeways and parks. 

I would like to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 

Commissions for the opportunity to present our views tonight. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you very much, 

Miss Clark. Any questions? All right. Thank you very much. 

We appreciate your testimony and appreciate _your coming down 

at this late hour. 

The next three witnesses, would they please come 

forward? I'm not trying to rush it. Your concerns are heart­

felt and sincere and we intend to listen to them. I'm con-
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cerned about·your welfare as well. 

Who would like to go first? All right, Miss Tyler, 

we'll let you go first. Give us your name and briefly summar­

ize your testimony and consideration of the points that have 

already been made tonight. We would very much appreciate it. 

Thank you. 

MS. TYLER: My name is Maria Tyler. I have lived 

in Foggy Bottom since 1962. I'm also an ANC Commissioner. 

My testimony will be brief. I would just like to 

state that the facts before us simply do not warrant the 

approval of the PUD. $40 million-plus is being asked, and 

in return we get virtually nothing else but negatives. 

The negatives have already been elaborated on dur­

ing this evening. I would just like to stress that the past 

amenities are being eliminated, and that is very important, 

through a massive building and concrete blocks around it. 

I would also like to mention that as far as the 

proposal to expand the visitors center further, I would like 

to say that it is my feeling that no matter how much that 

visitors center is going· to be expanded for the neighborhood, 

it cannot possibly even out the enormous disequilibrium that 

now exists between what is being asked for in terms of buildin 
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rights and tlie negative impacts that are associated with it. 

I would like to make one final point, and that is 

speaking as a former staff member of the Fund. I feel sure 

that the construction of the proposed IMF building will not 

resolve the logistic problems of the IMF. While it may be a 

goal of the IMF to bring its staff, which is now working in 

rented places outside of the main building, back to the 

headquarters, it is a known fact that this will not be achieve 

able even at the present time with the new proposal. 

Additionally, the IMF will very soon need very 

important additional space even for its core staff, with th.e 

expansion of the IMF's responsibilities as a result of the 

significant increase in membership. It thus makes no logical 

sense to approve these enormous excess building rights result­

ing in an ugly sight when very soon the IMF will be looking fo 

another building to construct or to rent. The city and the 

community would pay a serious price that would not resolve 

the IMF's problems. 

I would like to quote Commissioner Parsons, a 

statement he made during the public hearing on February 28, 

1980. "They, the IMF, know that if they buy the church, we 

have no interest in giving additional dEmsities. Why buy the 
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church? If you have an enormous space need, go somewhere 

else and build." 

In short, the PUD, as presently proposed, should 

not be approved. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. Are there any 

questions? 

Yes, ma'am. Good evening. 

MS. PARSONS: Good evening. I'm Irene Parsons and 

I have lived at 2522 I Street, N.W.-, for 22 years. 

I have been going through my testimony and marking 

out everything that's been covered, or I'm trying to, so I 

will just try to pick up on a couple of points. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Sometimes the easiest way 

is to go without your text and just say what really is in your 

heart. Sometimes that helps. 

MS. PARSONS: All right. 

Well, as you know, the IMF plans to destroy an 

attractive park, tear down and move a beautiful church, and 

buiid a monsterous building. This action was voted against 

by the United States Representative to IMF. I read that in 

the Washington Post some time ago. 

It was criticized in the Congressional Record as a 
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foolish and ridiculous spending of.money, and it was described 

by the pastor of the church as like "winning a lottery". 

With regard to St. MaI:'y's Court building, I would 

just like to tell you that it is directly across the street 

from the proposed site and it provides subsidized rental 

housing for over 100 low-income elderly and disabled people. 

It was built through the Housing and .. Urban Development program 

on land which is rented from the ·District of Columbia. I was 

living there at the time. 

A lot of people object to low-income housing in man 

areas, and I never heard an objection from anyone. I saw 

people reaching out with helping hands as the people came to 

that building.to live. The community has welcomed them. We 

have a beautiful relationship with them. The manager is a 

fine lady and she likes the community. 

They also have in the Iona House a nutrition 

program. There is a large cafeteria at this St. Mary's Court. 

It's all glass~ the entire first floor. The Iona nutrition 

program has lunch every day _for the elderly in the area, and 

they come from all these buildings, like Potomac Plaza and all. 

They walk over there. They like to walk around the street and 

sit over there in front of that building. 
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Now, this mix of people that would be brought in, 

that is now eating at Miriam'· s Kitchen, would be mixing these 

elderly and disabled. They would be across the street. I can 

tell you, I've heard tonight--! was surprised to hear it. I 

didn't bring a .lot of my material, and probably don't need to. 

But I can tell you that that is not true, that they've had no 

problems. How anyone could sit .. here and tell you that, in the 

face of the record, is beyond me. 

I, myself, when·1 heard about it--I don't like to 

go on what I hear. I like to see for myself. I took off up 

there early in the morning, the next morning, after I heard 

we were going to have an ANC meeting about. it. I saw a number 

of people loitering there that had eaten breakfast. They 

stayed around there and were still there at. 11:00 o'clock when 

I left. 

One of them frightened me. They were very aggres...,. 

sive, panhandlers, and just loitering around and throwing out 

huge chunks ·of bread on the street and around the bushes, 

presumably to feed squirrels or pidgeons or something. But 

the never next day I read :about how much it costs the District 

for rodent control and things like that. 

I went around the building and they have 20 securit 
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officers that the IMF has, that stand around those buildings. 

At that time there was one at each door. I talked to those 

people, just fell in a conversation with the officers, the 

security officers. They told me of numerous instances of 

aggressive violence and assaults that happens there, and calls 

to the police. 

I was very discouraged and very upset about thinkin 

of that program being moved over there where all these elderly 

people are, and in my own area where·we're having crime from 

the shelters, the trailers and all. 

I enlisted the help of a ~etired D.C. police detect 

ive because I didn't want to be making statements anywhere 

that didn't ·have merit or wasn't confirmed by _someone else. 

He visited this kitchen on several occasions and he confirmed 

the reports of assaults and violence, the police calls and 

problems there. He stated that he considered that kitchen to 

be.comparable, as far as crime was concerned, to that which 

the District designates as a high crime area, with the number 

of calls that have gone to the church, about the people there 

at the kitchen, from that address of the church. 

Now, with further regard to all of them being nice 

and quiet and disperse quickly, and they tell them if they 
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don 1 t they won 1 t be able to come back or whatever, I'm sure 

you know what is going on in the world. The Post, just last 

Saturday, had an article--I'm glad I found it in my folder-­

about the Mayor's meeting, in which they discussed the problem 

of the homeless. They said that half of these who are home­

less were severely mentally ill and also addicted to drugs and 

alcohol. It goes on to tell about the District of Columbia-­

this is by David Broder and Spencer Rich. 

'VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Why don't you just 

submit it and we'll read it. 

Are there any other things, Miss Parsons, because 

you've hit a lot of high points in your testimony. 

MS. PARSONS: No, but I'm telling you that I agree 

with Mary Healy about being frightened in our community. 

I live next door to a George Washington professor 

and his wife, and within the past two months they have had 

their door broken into at night, coming up to their bedroom 

and stealing watches and their VCR and things, and his wallet. 

They have come three times to his house, and the last time 

they went around and broke out a window. The poli~e.have. 

indicated--We called our Councilman's office, Evans, about 

the crime that's going on. 
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VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I understand. Is there 

something you want to summarize because we want to go on. I 

don't want to shut you off, but we are--

MS. PARSONS: But I think it's important for you to 

know, and I appreciate it. But it's important for you to 

know that this is not a group of people that you would want to 

mix in with the elderly people that are there, and the low­

income housing as well as.the apartment buildings there. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you very much. 

MS. PARSONS: I thank you for listening to us. I 

ope that you will reject this application for the benefit not 

only of our community but for the city. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. 

Yes, sir. 

MR. BECKINSTON: My name ·is Alan Beckinston, and I 

am-president of the board or directors of the Plaza Condominiu. 

We are a small 51-unit building at 800 25th Street. 

I attended the last hearing back in September and 

listened to the landscaping proposal, and .was very troubled 

by it. I finally figured out what ·was wrong, what didn't 

ring right with it. It occurred to me that the IMF really 

didn't need to come before this Commission to relandscape thei 
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existing property. They have proposed that as an amenity, 

and yet, if they had not purchased the church property, they 

could still go ahead without a rezoning. Permits, perhaps; 

but a rezoning hearing, no. 

Looking at it, I guess, from the bottom up, if I 

owned a house out near the District line and I want to put an 

apartment in a garage because things are tough and I need the 

money, and I come to you and say, you know, it"'s a single­

family neighborhood but I really need this deal, and you say 

well, what are you going to do fot .us; why should we do that? 

I say, Ah, but I've got a couple of scraggly rose bushes that 

I planted 15 years.ago, and I've got some overgrown azalias, 

and I will pull those out, I will plant two specimen dogwoods 

and two Bradford pairs, and not only that, I'll put a park 

bench right by the sidewalk, and then I will call it a park-­

What's the IMF term? --a park environment that is "partici-

patory". 

(Laughter.) 

Just like the IMF, I will also--! also have a 

letter from .my next door neighbor, a letter of support, be­

cause he wants to do exactly the same thing. 

I don't think you would grant me that rezoning. 
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You would probably laugh me _right out of this rqom, and quite 

rightly, too. But yet we sit here, soberly and somberly, and 

seriously consider the IMF proposal to relandscape their 

property and to give them a quarter of a million square feet 

more of office space that they can build. 

The whole concept is sort of interesting and has a 

number of ramifications. I don't know what we should call it--

maybe "trees for terrazzo" or "benches for ·bricks" or whatever. 

But I guess, in a way, we're really sort of lucky.that :the IMF 

stopped with the relandscaping.. If they had wanted to clean 

the facade of their building, they probably could have asked 

for another 100,000 square feet under·this same concept. You 

know, who knows what washing windows is worth~-25- or 50,000 

square feet. 

(Laughter.) 

But we both know that that's not a valid argument 

because that's happening to what already exists. The IMF 

doesn't need to come here to tear out overgrown bushes or 

repair damaged walls, get zoning approval to clean the facade 

or wash their windows. They can do that all on their own 

without any· rezoning. So where is the amenity? 

In fact, I think the operative word is "self-
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It is said we live in an age when image and percept 

ion is all that matters, and form is much more important than 

content. I wonder if that isn't what's happening here. We 

are all tremendously impressed by the fact that the IMF is an 

important international organization, spending vast sums of 

money, employing extremely talented lawyers, architects, 

landscape planners. They have developed thick files of docu­

ments and large rolls of pretty plans. But, gentlemen, if 

you look through the smoke and mirrors, the "emporer has no 

clothes". Even under.the extreme discretion allowed in PUD 

zoning, it's inconceivable that relandscaping can count as a 

public benefit that would confer on the applicant the right 

to build an additional quarter of a million square feet of 

office. 

In listening to the argument tonight, there is-­

VOICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Would you summarize now? 

MR. BECKINSTON: Yes, before I get the "hook". 

(Laughter.) 

It would seem, in listening to the argument tonight 

that there are really two issues. One is a strict rezoning 
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issue and the other is much more of a social issue. The socia 

issue, obviously, cannot be resolved tonight or even in the 

short space of time that the parties have. had since the initia 

zoning proposal was made. 

It would seem, however, that there is sufficient 

evidence to reject the rezoning proposal solely on zoning 

technical grounds which would also then give the parties 

perhaps time to resolve the social issues. 

I thank you for your time. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you very much, Mr. 

Beckinston. Any questions? All right. 

Are there any other witnesses, any other persons 

who have come down to testify? If there are, would you please 

come forward. Any other persons in opposition who have come 

down. 

your name. 

All right. Let's start with you, ma'am. 

MS. OLSEN: I guess I'm on the hot spot. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Could you just give us 

MS. OLSEN: Okay. My name is Kirsten Olsen. I 

live at 950 25th Street--that's the Claridge House, at the 

corner of 25th and K. I live with my mother and we share a 
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place.· I'm getting a little old for that, but what the heck. 

I've lived there for about ten years. I went to 

GW, so I'm very familiar with the area. Of course, I'm very 

familiar with the whole area since I have transversed it prett 

much all the time. 

I,_, too, have· been going down my list and striking 

off things, so I'm probably going to leap around a bit, so 

hang with me. 

One thing that hasn't been addressed, that they 

brought up a_t the last Zoning Commission meeting, was that IMF' s 

amenities to_ its employees are the same as amenities to the 

community. I'm not sure about the z9ning regulations, but I 

find that unacceptable, especially since most IMF employees 

do not reside in the Foggy Bottom area. The IMF does not 

contribute financially to the city, though it does rely on 

city services and all of our tolerances, and because, frankly, 

Foggy Bottom is not going to benefit from having another offic 

building. 

On that note, about the landscaping, I would feel 

they would.have to do landscaping anyway. But on the visitor 

center side, personally, I have been there twice in ten years. 

So I certainly don.' t consider that an amenity from personal 
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experience. 

Also, I feel it's very important .to keep the church 

and the open space there because I frequently go down to the 

Mall, so I can be in a nice surrounding. We have lots of 

parks and, of course, the Mall. When I go down through that 

area, like if I'm going to the White·House or someplace up 

in that area, I do stop at the church and I do use that park. 

I use the park across the street from it. You know, if there 

is a big block there, nobody's ever going to go down there. 

I think not only are you going to be running into a crime 

problem, but you're destroying the essence of downtown Wash­

ington, which is famed for its parks and things. 

On the security issue, of moving the homeless 

feeding program to the.Foggy Bottom area, in personal exper­

ience, I'm a single woman and there's something that I don't 

know if you guys have to deal with, but I have to park on the 

street. Most people, in fact, park on the street at one time 

or another. I come and go at all hours by myself. I can't 

always call somebody to have them meet me. So it's a big con­

cern to me that there's going to be lots of people out there 

even more than there are now--and there are already quite a 

few now. In fact, I don't even go to our parks hardly any mor , 
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at Washington Circle or down by the river because there are 

lots of people there and they either hassle you for money or 

they come up and hit on you. 

They're not terrible people, but you can't tell 

which ones are harmless and.which ones aren't. So when·the 

Reverend said that "I try to contro1·my people and I tell them 

this and that", you know, he has never given us any indication 

of what that means or if he's going to :t>e able to control that 

sort of thing, so- you ·have to assume kind-·of the worst case 

scenario. And there have been-a lot'of worst case scenarios. 

I was attacked in New York City. 

Also, I have been to several ANG.meetings on this 

topic, and at no· time at· those ANC meetings--the Reverend did 

show up at the last- ANC meeting,_ but at the other meetings, 

even though there was a lot of people from the community there, 

over 200 and something in one case--there's been a lot of 

interest in this· issue--there has never been an appropriate 

representative to speak to us. 

Now, the other woman that did appear with the 

Reverend did speak at one of the meetings I was at, but she 

said she didn't have any information for the questions we were 

asking. 
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I -would .also like to add that we have no additional 

money for security in Foggy Bottom. The average rent is $712. 

That's hardly rich. In addition to the elderly, for which we 

have a very high population, we also have a lot of children, or 

a fairly good number of children. We have 77 children.that 

reside in the area--! have some statistics from the 1990 census. 

--that are under 16.· We have a playground and we also have a 

daycare program. They use the area. Of course, moving that 

sort of program into our area is ·going to not only impact us 

but the kids. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Could you summarize? 

MS. OLSEN: Okay. I'm trying to here. I've got so 

many notes everywhere. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: You can submit those in 

writing. The Commission reads, believe it or not. 

MS. OLSEN: Well, I guess that's it. I'll just 

summarize by saying that's it, and thank you. I'll go home 

now. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. 

The next person, and if you would add anything new, 

it would help us a lot. 

MS. ROWE: Thank you. I will make this very brief. 
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My name is Joann Rowe. I live at Potomac Plaza 

Terraces, which will be adjacent to the demolition area that's 

taking place. I have lived in Washington all of my life, a 

third generation Washingtonian. In fact, everybody keeps 

saying "Tell them, tell them that you come from southwest 

Washington", where decisions were made about zoning then which 

now the city considers-to be the worst decision that was made, 

and probably no place else in this city.has ever followed that 

decision. 

But I don't want to tell you about all of that. 

There are three or four thoughts that came to my mind as people 

were talking. When the Mayor came down to the Foggy Bottom 

Association and many of the residents of the neighborhood 

discussed this problem with her, and discussed the potential 

problems that would come about by·this move, she can be quoted 

as saying, "I am very happy that people are·coming forward to 

help those less fortunate in the city. However, I am not in 

favor--" this is a quote "--I am not in favor of anyone going 

off doing their own thing.tr This comment was made in reference 

to what is taking place here. 

I just would like to mention another question that 

came up about the feeding at St. Paul's Church.· I am a native 
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Washingtonian and I lived the first 13 years in southwest. I 

live the next 15 years in .southeast and northeast, and the res 

of the years have been in Washington, D.C. at 14th and K Stree. 

I live one block--in fact, on the same block as St. Paul's 

Church. 

When they started their feeding center, it went 

strong for about a year. It caused so many problems in the 

neighborhood, of stragglers for hours during the day, in the 

evenings, parking themselves physically on my car so that I 

could not even go into my open parking spot to move the car. 

A poor man who was mentally ill, who put himself on the street 

outside of St. Paul's and screamed.for hours every day, every 

weekend, which we heard right next door in the neighborhood. 

That was St. Paul's feeding, .which they eventually had to 

stop. 

Then you go over to 24th and Virginia right now at 

the Remington Hotel, the Remington Apartments that have been 

built. They have actually even cut their trees now to almost 

the top because of the homeless and those without any place to 

. go who have been sleeping on the first floor balconies, defi-

eating on the first floor balconies--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I don't want to cut you off, 
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but we're not going to talk about--it's not relevant to us 

tonight as a zoning issue. 

MS. ROWE: Mr. Chairman, this is, to us, very 

relev~nt, because the bottom line is the security of our 

neighborhood. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: We understand, and there 

has been lots of testimony on that. I'm just trying to get 

through so that we can--

MS. ROWE: Okay. And I'm just trying to summarize 

those few incidents that have taken place. 

Even·recently, I was up at Tower Records and sitting 

down on one of the chair·s. A guard came to me and said, "You 

know, you can't sit here for very long . .11 · ·This is in the 

shopping center outside of Tower Records.. I said, "What are 

you talking about?" He said, "Well, you know, we have to dis­

courage people from sitting here, because if we don't, we will 

have people sleeping here for hours." So this is even a con­

cern to the businesses in the n~ighborhood. That is my bottom 

line. 

It's a real security problem. We do live -in the 

neighborhood. It is a residential neighborhood. We are paying 

our taxes. We have been law-abiding citizens. I do think ther 
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is a point where it would be nice if the city would listen to 

us, also. 

Thank you very much. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. 

Yes, sir. 

MR. MEYERS: My name is Robert Meyers. Up until a 

couple of years ago, I was a Presbyterian minister for 30 

years. I live at 213 North dleveland Street in Arlington, 

Virginia. 

You know, ·Mr.• Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, life 

is made up of compromises. You said to say something tonight 

that ·is different. I would like to offer a compromise. 

What can we give the IMF? How can we satisfy the 

legitimate concerns of the citizens of Foggy Bottom? How can 

we satisfy the heartfelt concerns of a ministry like Western 

Presbyterian Church? 

I would like to offer some compromises for all 

parties tonight. First let's look at the church. Now, I 

beli-eve in the church. I'm a born again Christian. Somebody 

says the church is like Noah's Ark; if it wasn't for the storm 

on the outside, we couldri't stand the stink on the inside. 

Now, what the problem is with Western is for 100 



161 299 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC, 

~07 C Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

(202) ~46-6666 

members to spend $20 million on a church. That's what I 

object to. 

Now, what's the alternative? They boast of Miriam's 

Kitchen, which is a real problem here for all of us, myself 

included. Miriam's Kitchen is not financed, controlled or 

supervised, nor is there one member of Western Presbyterian 

Church on the board of directors. The only thing that Western 

Presbyterian Church does is to let them use the kitchen and 

the dining room for a couple of hours from Monday through 

Friday. 

So what can the church do? Let that board of 

directors take that $65,000, which comes from corporations 

and businesses and other churches and foundations, and transfe 

that to another church in a residential area--excuse me, in a 

commercial area, where there is no threat to the standards 

and lifestyle of its citizens. 

Now, the other thing I would like to say is that 

I'm in favor of the IMF buying this piece of property. I mean, 

$24 million is a lot of money. You know, like I say, I would 

sell my wife for $24 million. Take that $24 million and 

invest it. They could get $2-3 million a y~ar in interest 

alone, and they could finance projects in dozens and dozens of 
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countries ar6und the world~and finance practically every 

feeding station in the District of Columbia. One-hundred 

worshipers--and there were only 72 there last Sunday--building 

a $20 million church--say 100 worshipers, to give them the 

benefit of a doubt--that equals $200,000 per worshiper. 

Now, we live in a world of hunger and poverty and 

disease and unemployment. I don't think Western Presbyterian 

Church has ever been hungry. Most of them, 80 percent, do not 

understand the economics of this. 

I'm sorry to say, as a born again Christian, that 

the Christian church is the poorest in its resources than any 

other group in our society. Eighty percent of church property 

in America is used less than one percent of the time. 

So in my closing remarks, let Western Presbyterian 

Church sell to the IMF and IMF put up something of a more 

modest nature. Let there be some green areas where they can 

eat lunch at noon. Have Western Presbyterian Church take that 

$24 million and set up a foundation. John- Wimberly can be 

president of the foundation and use that money, rather than 

putting it in bricks and mortar. So I'm hoping we can come to 

a compromise and I'm hoping that what I've said tonight is 

something different that no one else has done. 
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Then the IMF will be satisfied, the Foggy Bottom 

citizens will be satisfied, and the church. 

One thing in closing, Mr. Chairman. If Western 

does not want to sell and they want to stay in Foggy Bottom, 

why don't they buy a mansion, like the Church of the Savior 

like Gordon Cosby did 20 or 30 years ago? He does more work 

for other people in spreading the Gospel and helping people 

than 20 or 30 other churches in the District of Columbia. 

But what did he do? He bought a big mansion and he gutted it, 

and you can see a hundred people in there, offices, a little 

dining room where they can eat and what have you. 

If they want, build a $2- or a $3 million church, 

but not a $20 million church. 

Thank you. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you. I appreciate 

it. Any questions? All right. We appreciate your staying 

this late. 

Yes, sir. 

MR. GRAHAM: My name is Bob Graham. I'm an ex­

professional killer. I used to be in the Marine Corps. The 

people who are homeless in our group run in packs, even in the 

daytime. They scare me, and I'm not getting any younger. 
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E~er since I got out of the Marine Corps, I've been 

an architect, with some prestigious firms, too. So I have 

helped produce smoke and mirrors. You've seen an awful lot 

of smoke and mirrors. 

I have been president of one building this lady 

represents, and president of the board where the other lady 

represented. That means I own an apartment in one building 

just about a hundred feet away from the front door of the 

church. And in the other apartment, I'm only about 40 feet 

away from the front door of the church. So I have started to 

take an interest in that church. 

Now, I have seen the homeless--and you don't care 

about that--but all they want is booz~ and dope. They give 

them blankets and they throw them away. They throw away their 

sweaters every day. 

I want to talk about the church. They have a per­

fect right, according to zoning, to be there. But I don't 

like the way you have to listen to two sides of this. The 

preacher calls then evangelical. I've listened to their 

carrying on and I call them "holy rollers". 

Is that clear? 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Is that your testi-



165 

... ILLER REPORTING CO,, INC, 

)07 C Srreet, N.B. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

(202) )46-6666 

303 

mony? 

MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. There's not going to be any 

peace when all this transition takes place. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: We're just a mere zoning 

commission. We're doing our best on zoning issues. There are 

a lot of other issues that we talked about, and we realize 

they are heartfelt. 

Are there any other persons who wish to talk? All 

right, thank you. 

Now, there is an opportunity--We very much apprec­

iate all of your good will. I don't know how many of you are 

going to stay around here, but let me just thank all of- you­

for coming. We very much appreciate your testimony. 

There is on the agenda an ·opportunity for the 

applicant, is there not, Miss Robinson, to have .rebuttal. Did 

you wish to avail yourself of that opportunity orally or in 

writing, or both? 

MR. QUIN: I think, Mr. Chairman, we do have--We 

did file for the record the responses on ·the landscaping, and 

we are prepared--there have been a lot of statements about 

what's there now and what's proposed. I can handle part of 

that in just a quick closing statement . 
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I -would like to know if the Zoning Commission would 

like to have the three witnesses because there have been sub-

stantial statements about the visitors center, for example, 

that I think are totally inaccurate. Mr. Yves Geiss is here, 

who can describe that quickly. We have Mr. Brad Fisk, the 

architect, who can talk about the changes in the plan and the 

landscaping and.the differences between what is there now and 

what is proposed, as well as the lighting plan. 

I'm not sure whether you want to hear that tonight. 

It is five after 11:00. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I understand. We have 

given the other side a great deal of time. If you think you 

could summarize it in your eloquent style--and I know how well 

you write, and we would certainly be able to consider that. 

Would the Commission like a few moments on this? Mr. Parsons. 

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: As far as the landscaping 

and lighting plan, I think that's vastly improved from the 

previous submission. I don't need any explanation of it, but 

maybe my colleagues do. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: No. 

MR. QUIN: Then I would like to just summarize 

then, and we would like to reserve the right to file what we 
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would have filed in rebuttal.and put that in the record. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Oh, sure .. 

MR. QUIN: What I would like to do is just cover 

several pointsi just briefly, about the case which I think nee 

to be prese.n.ted to the Commission. 

You know the history of this case because you have 

in the record the various orders of the Zoning Commission as 

it proceeded,. and there has been a lot of discussion about 

what the approval was originally and I think the record is 

absolutely clear.what the Commission.did originally, in terms 

of the height and the property line approval for the concept. 

The Fund depended on that and went ·forward with that approval. 

It came back in for Phase II, and to state that 

the Zoning Commission rs order, which was a split vote, that 

the Zoning Commission's order, in fact, said that the area 

that rs there now, that is used principally as access to the 

visitors center, is to be there in perpetuity is simply not 

an accurate statement of fact or law. If you look at Conditio 

15, I urge you to read that, and also the recommendation of 

the Office of Planning in that particular case. 

There are two very important factors that seem 

just to be overlooked in this whole process by the neighbors 
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who testified in opposition. They are principally the D.C. 

land use plan, the Comprehensive Plan, and the Federal element 

of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The gentleman started using an example of a garage 

being converted to an apartment. But if the Comprehensive 

Plan had called for apartments in that area, what would you 

do? It seems clear to me that.in this case we're talking about 

high-density commercial and we're ·talking about consolidating 

an international organization, which both are absolutely 

essential to comply with the Comprehensive Plan. 

I am not going to take long now--in fact, I think 

most of the points have been covered. But I do want to dis­

cuss one other aspect that has been brought up by some of 

the witnesses. 

It seems to me the entire case really relates to 

the feeding program of the church. I'm not going to speak 

for the church because I think Reverend Wimberly did everythin 

he could to tell you what he's trying to do with the community. 

This is his community just as much as it is everybody else's 

community. I think he is quite willing, and has indicated 

that he's quite willing to work with the community to try to 

condition and work with the community. 
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Now, the other point I want to talk about is the 

landscaping versus the existing situation, and I'm not going 

to go into detail, only to show you and look at the record at 

what the existing situation is. 

That existing situation is not in any way a relax­

ing bucholic setting. That accessway--and here are four 

photographs which I would like to pass up to you now that 

show what this really is. It is an area that is open, that 

is true. But the actual usable space is very small. The 

principal use of it is concrete or granite in terms of the 

access down- below. I would just like to submit those for the 

record. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: All right. They will be 

accepted. 

MR. QUIN: If you look at the comparison between 

what is proposed and.what we have today, I think you'll find 

·a vastly different and more contributing open and interactive 

landscaped area. 

Because of the time I will not go any further in 

my closing statement. We would like to reserve the opportun­

ity to submit a closing statement ·in detail and to cover some 

of the factual issues that have been raised in the hearing 
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tonight. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: .Thank you, Mr. Quin. 

Are there any questions? Fine. 

What I would like to do for a moment, if I may, 

I would like to get counsel and the representatives of the 

various responsible and otherwise parties to .come forward. 

Is Reverend Wimberly still here? He's not here. 

MR. DIXON: Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the churc 

and I could convey any thoughts you might have to Reverend 

Wimberly. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Why don't you give 

me your name, sir. 

MR. DIXON: My name is Ray Dixon. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thanks a lot, Mr. Dixon. 

What I would like to do is set up a schedule. We 

are going to leave the record open for a little bit. Obviousl 

there is nothing that this Commission that would be improper 

for the Commission to force any kind of settlement on the 

parties. The parties have tried to meet and they have been 

unsuccessful in meeting. All of you certainly have reason­

able positions. The IMF needs a reasonable space to expand 

and the church wants to be in control of what it feels is 
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its duty, and the neighborhood feels that it has a legitimate 

interest; indeed, all of the interests are legitimate and all 

would like to be accommodated. 

We, as a Commission, will make a decision because 

that's our job. We will have to make a decision, and it's 

obviously not a decision that's going to please everybody. 

But it may displease some more than others, so there is at 

least some incentive to try again to sit down and to try and 

at least come up with some kind of constructive ideas, some 

of which have been mentioned here this evening, I think the 

kinds of constructive proposals that might help. 

I would like to give you a week. I realize there's 

a certaiti time incentive here. I would like to give you a week 

to see if it wouldn't be possible to have you all sit down. 

Then I would like to give you ten days to give us your--any 

additional ideas that you might have t~at are concrete, not 

to talk about the plan and the zoning and the homeless and 

that sort of stuff because those issues have been drawn. But 

if there are any suggestions that you might have for bridging 

the gap, we would like those to be submitted within ten days. 

Then we would give the other side ten days to react 

to those. I don't know if that's going to help or not, but it 
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seems to be perhaps a small price to pay to see if it's pos­

sible. I know these issues are terribly difficult to resolve, 

but it does seem to us, as public officials, that we should 

make every effort to try to ask you all to see if it isn't 

possible to even come up with--everi if it's some kind of out­

reach committee or something·that might help. 

But whatever you agree on. With that, unless there 

are any objections --

MR. QUIN: No. 

MR. DIXON: Could you set some specific dates, Mr. 

Chairman? 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I'm going to do that. I 

just want to see if you get the idea. 

Mr. Smith. 

COMMISSIONER SMITH: This .is.one of the few times 

in hearings that I've been in, since I've been on the Zoning 

Commission, that I am very, very concerned, about some issues 

that are really separate and apart from this hea:r;-ing purpose. 

I have listened to Mrs. Healy and Miss Lauda and 

Miss Olsen, et cetera, et cetera, and I did not hear throughou 

this whole hearing a word about the deinstitutionalization of 

persons which, in effect, was never fully carried out, never 
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have heard for hours and hours really about--which really 

takes away from some- of the other 'things we ought to be 

talking about. 
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I'm just saying that I am very concerned about that, 

and have been for many years. I hear your·cries for.help, but 

I just want to say to you that this should not be confused 

with the issues and t.he merits of the case because that is an 

issue that I would hope .we all start to cieal with in the 

future, so that we can resolve it and get some kind of safety 

and comfort for the residents ·of this community. I am very 

concerned· about that and just wanted .to let you :know .. that. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Thank you, Mr. Smith. 

Let me just now go into the formal part of this, 

ladies and gentlemen. 'Thank you for--

MR. QUIN: Mr. Chairman, could I just ask one 

question for the record? 

Mr. Smith, at the last meeting, for the record, 

asked the question of whether there would be any advice on 

the relationship of the issue·between the church and the Fund. 

I don't know whether anything has been done on that or not, 

whether there was a request for Corporation Counsel advice or 
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not. I'm not pressing for it, but I would like to know if 

that has been done or whether you intend to do that. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I'm not aware of any 

request that we've.made to other agencies or Corporate Counsel-­

MS. ROBINSON: We have not made a request of 

Corporation Counsel. It was something that the Commission 

had determined it would make a decision on. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: I don't know if we need to 

do that. We may have to do that after the hearing. I think 

we've got enough material in front of us. 

The record 0£ this case will be closed except for 

information specific~lly' requested by the Commission. Now, 

that information at this point consists of only two things 

that I'm aware of. One is an opportunity for the parties, 

other than the applicant, ·. to comment formally on the land­

scape plan, the material that was submitted to them yesterday 

which they may not have had,a chance for early review. So 

that is one thing. 

The other items would be constructive suggestions 

that the parties might-have, which perhaps would emanate from 

a discussion for any kind of resolution of their differences. 

Those are the two parts. 
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Now, would 14 days from now be enough to accomplish 

that? 

MR. QUIN: The only other question, I had asked for 

the opportunity to file for the record our closing submission. 

VICE CEAIRMAN BOASBERG: Yes, and that is--Yes, you 

may do that anyway. 

What I want to do, I want to make sure there's an 

opportunity to respond. So let's have three things, then, 

that will be filed within 14 days: any comments that the 

parties may have on the applicant's landscape and visitor 

center submission that was submitted under date of November 13; 

that's (a). (b) is any suggestic;ms the parties may have to 

resolve their differences, and (c) is the applicant~s closing 

statement. 

Those will be submitted to us within 14 days of 

today. 

MR. NETLER: That's Thanksgiving day. Do you want 

it 13 days, the day before Thanksgiving, or--

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Okay. Let me ask the 

parties so that it doesn't interfere with Thanksgiving. Do 

you want to do it before or after? It doesn't matter to me. 

MR. QUIN: After. 
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VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: Do you want to do it the 

Tuesday after Thanksgiving? 

MR. QUIN: The Tuesday after would be fine. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: What would that date be, 

Miss Robinson? 

, .. 
•. MS. ROBINSON: It would be December 3rd. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: All right. By December 

3rd, those three items that were mentioned. 

Then, in response, would ten days be enough to 

respond? If the parties would hand~deliver their materials-­

Would any of the parties have a problem in hand-delivering 

these materials to the other parties on the same day? This 

is so we don't get into the mail and "I didn't get it, it's 

late,. and nobody knows where I live." All right. So that 

would be December the 12th that the response to any of those 

items that were submitted, to give each party a chance to 

respond. 

Again, those are the only things the Commission is 

interested in receiving. We think the other matters have been 

very well argued and submitted. 

Now, the parties in this case are also invited to 

submit proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law. Any 
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parties submitting proposed findings and conclusions should do 

so by--what do you want on that? Is there a--

MS. ROBINSON: It should be the same day as the 

last submittal, and then the record can be closed. 

VICE CHAIRMAN BOASBERG: December 12th. Is that 

all right? All right, you shall do so by December the 12th. 

Parties are reminded that findings of fact should 

not include findings stating. how witnesses testified. The 

findings should be those findings that the party believes 

the Commission should make based upon the testimony and other 

evidence in the record. Citations to the transcript are 

appropriate and encouraged. To assist parties in preparation 

of these findings of fact and conclusions of law, a copy of 

the hearing transcript will be available for viewing in the 

·zoning Secretariat, and it may be purchased as well. 

~fter the record is closed, the Commission will make 

a decision at one of our regular monthly meetings, and you 

are welcome to call staff to find out when that meeting might 

be. As you well know, the Commission proposes, if we do 

approve, that it must also be referred to the National Capital 

Planning Commission, which will take final action at a public 

meeting following receipt of NCPC's comments. 
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Now, if there are any things that are confusing, 

especially the church·' s representative, if you need any help, 

Miss Robinson of our staff will be happy to help you. 

Let me again thank all of you, the residents, the 

Governors of the Bank, who perhaps don't have these procedures 

in their home countries, or maybe have better procedures--if 

you do, let us know. Thank you all very much for coming down 

tonight. 

The hearing is closed. 

(Whereupon, at 11:20 p.m., the Commission was 

adjourned.) 
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